
   

Update on AP Exams 
 

 

 

   

 

Dear Colleague, 

 

We're following up to an email sent to you earlier in the week with additional 

information on AP® coursework and testing. 

 

In the wake of the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, we are working to 

support schools and students as they navigate this complex situation. 

Students remain eager to take AP Exams and have a chance to earn credit 

and placement. We surveyed 18,000 students, and 91% told us they want to 

complete this important step on the path to college. So we are investing 

heavily to make AP learning and assessments available to students despite 

widespread school closures. 

 

To honor the efforts of AP students, we're providing free, optional remote 

learning and at-home AP testing. We have been consulting closely with our 

members and the faculty who serve on our AP Curriculum and Exam 

development committees to design these solutions: 

  

• For the 2019-20 exam administration only, students can take a 45-

minute online exam at home. Educator-led development committees are 

currently selecting the exam questions that will be administered. 

• We will conduct standard-setting processes to set appropriately rigorous 

cut scores for AP scores of 3, 4, and 5. We ask that colleges continue to 

recognize such scores, just as they have done in prior years when we 

have provided a shortened exam for students in emergency situations. 

• AP curricula are locally developed, and we defer to local decisions on 

how best to help students complete coursework. To be fair to all 
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students, some of whom have lost more instructional time than others, 

the exam will only include topics and skills most AP teachers and 

students have already covered in class by early March. 

• Students will be able to take these streamlined exams on any device 

they have access to—computer, tablet, or smartphone. 

• We recognize that the digital divide could prevent some low-income and 

rural students from participating. Working with partners, we will invest so 

that these students have the tools and connectivity they need to review 

AP content online and take the exam. 

• The exam questions are designed in ways that prevent cheating; we use 

a range of digital security tools and techniques, including plagiarism 

detection software, to protect the integrity of the exams. Scoring at-

home work for an AP Exam is not new to the AP Program. For years the 

AP Program has received and scored at-home student work as part of 

the exams for the AP Computer Science Principles and AP Capstone™ 

courses. 

 

In addition, beginning on Wednesday, March 25, students and teachers can 

attend free, optional live AP review courses, delivered by AP teachers from 

across the country. They'll also be recorded and available on-demand. 

These mobile-friendly classes are designed to be used alongside work 

schools may continue to assign. 

 

We're grateful for your continued partnership during this time, and we 

appreciate all you are doing to support students. 

 

We will continue to provide updates and information as it's available. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jim Montoya 

Chief of Membership, Governance, and Global Higher Education and 

Secretary of the Corporation  
 

 

 

   



 

       

College Board | 250 Vesey Street | New York, NY 10281 

View as webpage | Customer Service 

To ensure these emails make it to your inbox, please add collegeboard@e.collegeboard.org to your 

address book. 

© 2020 College Board 

  

  

 

https://view.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=31a913baa16448b2b75cecb9af14e06c12e889c3c3cff7905a6f0a0ff87b7f1feb77686d626a5cc90a47719c1db2105a731a512cb4018f361732cf72b0f31dcd9b92d80bcd6c8af661a05b3f9acde170
https://view.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=31a913baa16448b2b75cecb9af14e06c12e889c3c3cff7905a6f0a0ff87b7f1feb77686d626a5cc90a47719c1db2105a731a512cb4018f361732cf72b0f31dcd9b92d80bcd6c8af661a05b3f9acde170
https://click.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=618f721e293f418b0fef44206d34de09fd1bc9dbc5ffbde48186202931ce817d8e57db0ceb6c411e73c56f8a0381b2aad0578f8a989dad9f
https://click.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=618f721e293f418b0fef44206d34de09fd1bc9dbc5ffbde48186202931ce817d8e57db0ceb6c411e73c56f8a0381b2aad0578f8a989dad9f
mailto:collegeboard@e.collegeboard.org
mailto:collegeboard@e.collegeboard.org
https://click.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=618f721e293f418b716b5a902d74f731068a45223a86f7167eee8326446107024a550b87d36922fb2095fd6f1a7bdbea16cb02a860e03eb8
https://click.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=618f721e293f418b4b81ed84476c12cb7dd321669d5b9bebb2f34fbf52ad3b61102e3836088faea6b742260c83ed626a9142ea7d65e8d069
https://click.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=618f721e293f418b02f1ce00b8b5e0b7a5034a89249792a6a17b5da54342b170bd15ee876b83226e479245a70e2ec1ad9c48f7c74ad66a07
https://click.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=618f721e293f418b01cc94bc807d42b5c2bdf260f5f8ac6236ffdc3a16a56ded9084cbde60d8510c4ec67dd148738a0d44ba31c1e627a6b3
https://click.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=618f721e293f418b1c88d499bca63fd68116f292661675d3f18bead0679d57f118865692b28c16a8090d62752daaf0cc316b57d121ccfcac

